
Moving towards  
sustainability
Market communication  
of product environmental  
footprints

For more than 10 years, a harmonized 
environmental footprint methodology 
toolbox has been in the making. The 
driving motivation has been the need for a 
common foundation for assessment of the 
environmental properties of products. We 
now have credible international tools. How 
can these tools be applied for moving the 
market towards sustainability?

Thanks to the effort of the EU Commission 
and a wide range of stakeholders, the 
environmental footprint methods are ready 
for use. Now focus should be on how PEF 
information can be used in policy making  
to create the most value. 

Join the discussion
Join us as we explore the means for – and 
potential strategic environmental value 
of – product environmental footprint 
communication. We will explore the big 
picture, but also focus on opportunities 
and challenges for companies and other 
stakeholders.

The conference is free of charge. 

Eigtveds Pakhus  
Strandgade 25G 
1401 Copenhagen
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Programme

9.30-10.00 Arrival and breakfast

10.00-10.15 Welcome and introduction to the day

10.15-11.15 Presentation: PEF as a cornerstone in the circular economy
The EU Commission has been driving the process towards a common European product 
environmental footprint methodology. In this keynote, we will learn about the methodology,  
how it was developed, and what are the next steps for PEF to become a cornerstone in the circular 
economy in Europe.
- Imola Bedo, Policy Officer, EU Commission

11.15-11.35 Presentation: Towards a sustainable society
Society and the economy needs to become sustainable in order to solve the challenges from climate 
change, resource depletion and pollution. How do we make sure both consumers, businesses and 
decision makers work towards this goal? And what role should PEF play in this endeavor?
- Martin Collignon, COO Tomorrow and member of the Danish Youth Climate Council 

11.35-11.55 Presentation: Environmental evaluation
The PEF methodology can potentially move whole sectors towards sustainability. With a view 
from the construction sector, this keynote will give insights on the environmental evaluation of 
construction products and buildings in relation to PEF, and the strategic perspectives as seen from a 
major Danish producer of building components.
- Jakob T. Rørbech, Product Sustainability Lead, VELUX

11.55-12.15 Presentation: Sustainability as a driver of business value
Businesses who put sustainability at the heart of their strategy call for clear and transparent 
methods. This keynote will explore how PEF as a standardized method can help drive the business 
towards sustainability.
- Anna Flysjö, Senior Manager Sustainability, Arla Foods

12.15-13.00 Lunch

13.00-13.50 Presentations: Inspiration from uses of PEF today
In the afternoon, we will focus on how to put the promise of PEF into practical use. We kick-off 
with a series of case presentations to give insights into how this is already happening, and what we 
might learn from the experiences so far. 
- Nasser Kahil, Group Quality, Security & Sustainability Director, Lyreco
- Michele La Salandra, Sustainability Manager, Versalis
- Matteo Donelli, Researcher, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna

13.50-14.50 Panel discussion: Driving the market towards a circular economy – the role of PEF 
This panel will discuss the cases presented from the perspective of environmental communication 
and behavior change – and what the presented cases teach us about the practical value of PEF.
- Anna Woodhouse, Researcher, RISE
- Arne Remmen, Professor, Aalborg University
- John Thøgersen, Professor, Aarhus University

14.50-15.05 Break

15.05-15.50 Panel discussion: Driving policy towards a circular economy – the role of PEF
Policies for a circular economy are in place at the EU level and in many countries, but how do we 
make them work? We examine the role of PEF in moving from policy to reality through the cases 
of environmental consumer labels, green professional procurement, product standardisation and 
green finance.
- Johanna Suikkanen, Researcher, Finnish Environment Institute
- Preben Kristensen, Coordinator, Nordic Environmental Footprint Group
- Andreas Barkman, Sustainable Finance Expert, European Environment Agency
- Jakob T. Rørbech, Product Sustainability Lead, VELUX

15.50-16.20 Reflections: Where we are, and where we need to go 
Together, we will reflect upon where we are now in terms of using PEF to drive the market towards 
sustainability, and what we need to do to take the next steps. 

16.20-16.30 Thank you and goodbye
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